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subjects were perfectly stupid," Eachard was able to
work the vein so effectively that his ' Dialogues' went
through many editions, and probably did more than
any laboured refutations to weaken the effect of Hobbes's
imposing manner. They show, by incidental allusions,
the extent to which the philosopher's unqualified say-
ings had been wrested by the frivolous and vicious to
an application that was as far as possible from his
serious thought; and, in fastening upon his rhetorical
device of using phrases of direst import, like "state
of war," to express what was at bottom a harmless
enough meaning, Eachard displays true controversial
tact.

But, leaving all such combatants of the hour, we may
now turn to the more powerful thinkers who were stirred
by Hobbes to an opposition that did not pass off in mere
heat. As, with a certain reservation for Grotius before
him, it is allowed that he led the way in modern times
as an ethical philosopher, seeking a rule of conduct in
the demonstrable conditions of human life and expe-
rience, so (as noted already by Adam Smith) all further
advance in ethical inquiry, at least in England, took place
with reference to his sharply defined positions. Cum-
berland, Cudworth and Clarke, who, next to himself,
are the first important figures in English moral philo-
sophy, had each in view the establishment of principles
directly antagonistic to principles of his; and, while in
the case of Clarke the opposition was not declared till
almost a generation after his -death, Shaftesbury, Butler
and the others who followed up the inquiry with a novel
pertinacity of purpose, continued for at least one genera-
tion more to find at the same spring the motive of their